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Image of the Month “Waterbug” © Bob Hawkins

Competition Results: NATURE

Congratulations to all the winners! – All winning images can be viewed on the ECC web site

Intermediate: Entries: 110 Accepted: 108 Average: 21.6

GOLD Bob Hawkins Waterbug

SILVER Bob Hawkins Cedar Waxwing

HM Kent Wilson Heron and Anhinga

HM Kent Wilson Loon

HM Kent Wilson Let Me Tell You

HM Kent Wilson Thirsty

HM Sandra Hawkins Sanderling with Minnow

HM Kas Stone Life on the Labrador Coastal Barrens

HM Susan Campisi Gull on Pier 19

HM Terry Ross Poulton Great Egret 3

HM Judy Pucher Balloon Fish in Coral

Superset: Entries: 44 Accepted: 44 Average: 22.6

GOLD Joe Vitale Goldfinch

SILVER Maggie Sale Survivor

HM Carm Griffin Tower of Silence

HM Darcy Rector Sally Lightfoot Crab

HM Judy Griffin Crane Feeding

HM Julian Sale Rocky Mountain Wildflower

HM Nikola Bilic Bee

HM Maggie Sale Rock and Reeds

Judges: Tony Florio Wayne Johnson Carolyn King
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MEMBER’S SHOW
The Best of Costa Rica
By Dawna Brown

Review by Judy Griffin

Our member show, “The Best of Costa Rica”, was
presented by Dawna Brown, a former long-time
member of the Islington Camera Club. Dawna
embraces film as her medium and her show was two-
projector with narration. She enjoys travelling and
loves cats as seen in her many feline shots; whether
real or wall art, cushion covers, or woodcarving!

Dawna began with a synopsis of the country,
acquainting us with its independence, its government,
demographics, agriculture and exports, then took us
on a journey through the many wonders of Costa
Rica. Her maps were helpful, and her itinerary
narration gave us good information about places
visited, natural phenomena, the culture and people.
Her images documented her trip with hotel and travel
shots, interesting sights enroute, of course cats (!),
and beautiful landscapes.

The audience was taken on a visit to two active
volcanoes in the Los Angeles Cloud Forest and
watched members of the group enjoy gliding through
the forest top by ropes and pulleys. We cruised along
rivers and canals enjoying the animal and bird life.
Monkeys, sloth, toucan, caiman and crocs were in
evidence. Banana and coffee plantations were of
interest with their workings and bounty of harvest.
We visited the beautiful beach at Punta Leona, the
city of San Jose and its National Theatre dating from
1890. It is a marvellous sight with an opulent and.
magnificent interior. Dawna’s show also included
shots of the countryside, quaint village churches, the
famous painted oxcarts, symbols of Costa Rican
folklore, samples of typical art and handicrafts of the
country, and the people of Costa Rica.

Dawna’s humour and wealth of information, along
with her interesting images captured the beauty of the
country on her visit. Judy Griffin opened the floor for
questions to Dawna and thanked her for sharing her
experience in this intriguing and beautiful country.

TIP – By Julian Sale
If you want to have fun adding some cool effects,
borders, text, etc to your images, there is a new
website at www.picnik.com which provides a web
based photo editor with a difference. Many of the
effects are free. Enjoy.

JUDGING – PRINTS #1

Intermediate Gold

“Sunset on the Empire State” By Hairuo Dai

Superset Gold

“Courtyard Doorway” by Carm Griffin

PRESENTATION
Arctic Saga
By Robert Shechter

With 30 years experience
working as a photographer,
combined with 25 years as a
lecturer in the Ontario
Community College system,
ROBERT SHECHTER produces
a range of corporate literature and
postcards as well as travel
photography through his

company, Robert Photo Enterprises.
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Robert and his travel writer wife Myriam Shechter,
who is doing the research, have been travelling with
their cameras and notebooks from Greenland to
Spain, from Iceland to Russia, and most places in
between, sharing their impressions and experiences
through slide shows and lectures.

Robert is teaching Travel Photography classes at
Toronto Image Works, the Royal Ontario Museum,
and other venues.

Robert has produced shows - no mere travelogues,
but rich in local history, architecture and culture - on
behalf of Tourist Boards, Camera Clubs, and Social
Clubs, such as the Granite Club, Donalda, Toronto
Cricket Skating and Curling Club.

His work has appeared in The Toronto Star, The
Globe and Mail, Toronto Life Magazine, The
Chicago Tribune, and other publications.

Robert Sheckter

Review by Diane Sawatzky

Robert’s
presentation took
us on an
enchanting
journey through
the incredible,
pristine world of
the Arctic, a
remote paradise
rarely visited by anyone but the Inuit. The
presentation included a rich detailing of the various
19th century explorers of the Northwest Passage,
taking us from Russia to Iceland, Greenland,
Newfoundland and finally to Nunavut.

Robert’s images truly captured the beauty and
majesty that is the Arctic landscape–tundra covered
in lichens, cliffs covered with millions of birds,
belugas, polar bears munching on lunch, the
incredible variety of light conditions like fog, grey
skies, 24 hours of sunshine
in summer, beautiful
sunrises and sunsets,
enormous glaciers and
icebergs some of which
were used as landing strips
for birds, water with
colours that rival the
Caribbean. We were also
introduced to people who
have made the Arctic their
home.

It was a thoroughly entertaining evening rich in
history, shown with beautiful photography and
accompanied with a delightful sense of humour.

Review by Brian Miller

This detailed travel photography presentation
combined Robert's photos, additional historical
photos, exploration history, current tour maps,
drawings, and extensive narrative by Robert, which
was written by Robert's wife. On their travels, he
carries cameras loaded with slide film, and she
carries a notebook. The main region being presented
was the Arctic (any place north of the Arctic Circle).
Arctic geography, history, and society were
presented. Areas included Norway, Greenland,
and Nunavut, during various periods, from the time
of the Vikings, through the 19th century, and up to
the present.

His
presentation
started with
Norway,
followed by
Greenland
and Nunavut.
He gave an
explanation,
using maps, of the first Viking explorations of
Greenland. His presentation moved up to the present
with his photos of the cities of western Greenland,
and the land of eastern Greenland. For Nunavut,
where the tragic Franklin expedition occurred in the
19th century, descriptions of this expedition were
given, using maps, historical photos, and Robert's
slides. The most interesting slides, to me, were the
ones of the Inuit residents. Robert described how
talking with your subject makes for a better portrait.
One of his portraits, of an Inuit lady with her child in
a sling on her back, reminded me of a photo
published in National Geographic magazine.

Review by George Iantorno

It was a good show. Very informative and well
presented. He is a very knowledgeable Arctic
photographer.


